
 
   

Democracy in Mexico: The 2012 Elections 
 

A Lecture by Dr. Enrique Krauze 
 

 
NEW YORK, NY Tuesday, February 21. Noted Mexican historian, essayist and publisher Dr. Enrique 
Krauze presented his views and analysis of Mexican democracy and the upcoming presidential elections 
in Mexico at a public lecture hosted by the Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies. The lecture 
was held at the Proshansky Auditorium of The Graduate Center (CUNY), as part of a series of special 
seminars commemorating the Bildner Center’s 30th anniversary. 
 
In 2006, the President of Mexico Felipe Calderón won the 
presidential election by a very narrow margin, leading to 
post-election mobilization and conflict contesting the 
results. In this context, the 2012 elections raise questions of 
democracy and national purpose for the country. Krauze's 
presentation highlighted the democratic advances gained in 
Mexico in the past dozen years, pointing to improvements in 
such areas as freedom of speech, anti-corruption measures, 
institutional development, separation of powers and political 

competition. Mexico’s historical strength relies, in no small 
measure, on the fact that Mexico has no major racial, 
religious or regional tensions, thus leading to encouraging  prospects for Mexico’s development. 
Nonetheless, the country still lags in terms of an agenda of economic measures that includes fiscal 
reform, the break-up of private and public monopolies, energy sector modernization and labor reform. 
Such measures, maintains Krauze, are needed for sustainable development. In addition Krauze reflected 
on the problem most covered by the media--drug trafficking and the violence inflicted by the drug 
cartels, as a major challenge yet to overcome. 
 
Which of the three leading presidential candidates may be suited to best handle the country’s agenda? 
Enrique Krauze went on to discuss the candidacies of Enrique Peña Nieto (PRI-PVEM), Josefina 
Vázquez Mota (PAN), and Andrés Manuel López Obrador (Movimiento Progresista), concluding that  
none had yet demonstrated the vision and other conditions to be able to lead Mexico in the next critical 
sexenio.  Krauze noted that left-leaning Marcelo Ebrard, who decided not to run for president this year, 
may be the politician who could implement the changes needed in the country and could become the 
first moderate leftist president in Mexico in 2018. With Ebrard, Mexico could follow the institutional 
and economic reform model of Brazil initiated by President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, followed by 
President Lula and continued today by President Dilma Roussef. The talk was followed by a lively 
Question and Answer period addressing prospects for each candidate’s cabinet members, indigenous 
rights and regional disparities in Mexico.  

Dr. Enrique Krauze 
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                 The Bildner Center presents Democracy in Mexico: The 2012 Elections, CUNY Graduate Center 
 
As a writer, Enrique Krauze has pursued several genres: biography, literary and historical essays, and 
interviews. Among his books are Biografía del poder, Siglo de caudillos, La presidencia imperial, 
Biography of Power (Harper Collins), La presencia del pasado, De héroes y mitos. His most recent 
work is Redeemers: Ideas and Power in Latin America (2011), published by Harper Collins. For over 
twenty years, he collaborated with Octavio Paz in Vuelta, first as deputy editor (1977-1981) and then as 
deputy director (1981-1986). In 1991 he founded the publishing house Clío, which also produces 
documentaries and television series about Mexican history. In 1999 he launched Letras Libres, a 
magazine which he directs. His essays have appeared in Dissent Magazine, The New Republic, The 
Washington Post, The New York Review of Books and The New York Times. In December 2003, the 
Spanish Government conferred him the “Gran Orden de Alfonso X, El Sabio.” He earned his doctorate 
in history from El Colegio de México and in 2005 he became a member of this top rated institution. In 
2010, the Mexican Government conferred him the Premio Nacional de Historia.  
 

 “The significance of this event goes beyond the stature and 
quality of the speaker. It fills the need for an open forum on 
Mexican studies in New York City and CUNY,” said Professor 
Mauricio Font, Director of the Bildner Center, who presented 
Krauze and moderated the event. The Bildner Center’s Mexico 
Study Group makes an important contribution in that regard. 
 
Several local and international newspapers, as well as 
television networks featured stories on the event. The list 
includes Televisa New York, Pie Derecho, La Jornada, 
Notimex, Letras Libres, and Ultra Radio.    

 

Dr. Mauricio Font, Bildner Center Director 
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As part of the Graduate Center, the Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies brings together 
scholars and other specialists from various institutions and countries. Its mission is to promote dialogue 
between researchers, community members, and students through the organization of academic talks, 
research, and other events. The program provides one of the few spaces in the New York area for 
Mexicanists to gather and discuss their research and related activities. That is, the Bildner Center 
functions as an inter-disciplinary forum for scholars, policy makers, and civil society leaders working on 
contemporary issues in the Americas. The center is dedicated to promoting understanding and policy-
oriented research concerning governability, human rights, public security and the economic well-being 
of communities in the Americas. 
  
 
 


