The Graduate Center, City University of New York

Humboldt Bicentennial:
An Interdisciplinary Conference
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Celebrating the 200th anniversary of Alexander von Humboldt’s epochal journey of
exploration of South America, Cuba and Mexico and his visit to the United States.

In commemoration of the visit from Alexander von Humboldt to the United States in 1804 il

at the invitation of President Thomas Jefferson, the Graduate Center of the City University A
of New York will host an interdisciplinary conference devoted to Humboldt and his
legacy on October 14-16, 2004. The principal focus will be Humboldt’s activity in,
relationship to, and impact on the Americas, but all proposals will be considered.

Areas of interest include Humboldt’s scientific work and publications, political ideas
and advocacy of human rights, paintings, travel writing, friendships, as well as his fame,
image and influence in various parts of the Americas.



Bildner Center Seminars

Bildner Center Seminars offer an academic fo-
rum on political, social, economic, and cultural
transformations in the Americas.

Past Bildner Center Events:

e “U.S. - Lafin America Relations Today" Peter Hakim
(President, Inter-American Diologue), Amb. Myles
Frechette (President, Americas Society), Amb. Adolfo
Aguilar Zinser (Mexico's Representative fo the United
Nations), Amb. Juan Gabriel Validés (Chile's Repre-
sentative to the United Nations).

@ “Gender Equity and Politics” Rosario Robles, Mayor
Mexico City.

’

® “Brazil-US Relations” Rubens A. Barbosa, Brazil's
Ambassador fo the U.S.

® “The experience of the Brazilian Workers’ Party in
Power: Projects, Challenges and Results" Pedro Wil-
son (Mayor of Goiania), Roque da Silva (PT Inferna-
tional Relations Department), Perly Cipriano (PT Sec-
retary of Human Rights).

e “Agrarian Reform in Brazil” Raul Jungmann, Bra-
zil's former Minister of Agrarian Reform.

¢ “Transitions in Eastern Europe and the ex-USSR:
Implications for Cuba” Ernesto Herndndez-Catd (IMF)
and Rolande Castafieda (IDB).

e “Human Rights in Brazil” José Gregori, Brazil's Sec-
retary of State for Human Rights.

e “Globalization and Democracy: The Chilean Case”
Juan Gabriel Valdés, Chile’'s Ambassador fo the
United Nations.

® “The Brazilian Economy and the Second Washing-
ton Consensus” Prof. Luiz Carlos Bresser-Pereira,
Getilio Vargas Foundation, Brazil's former Minister
of Finance, State Reform, and Science and
Technology.
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Contact Information

Cristina Bordin, Qutreach Coordinator
Bildner Center for Western
Hemisphere Studies
The Graduate Center
City University of New York
365 Fifth Avenue, Svite 5209
New York, New York 10016-4309

Phone: 212 817-2096
Fax: 212 817-1540
Email: bildner@gc.cuny.edu
www.bildner.org
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Program Areas

Local Development

Equitable and Sustainable Development
Democratic Governance & Human Rights
Integration and Globalization
US-Latin America Relations
Intellectual & Cultural Trends
Brazil Project
Cuba Project

Mexico and NAFTA

Fellows 2002-2003

Prof. Desmond Arias
John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Prof. Jerry Carlson
City College

Prof. Amy Chazkel
Queens College

Prof. Margaret E. Crahan
Hunter College and The Graduate Center

Prof. Alfonso Quiroz
Baruch College, The Graduate Center

Prof. J. Michael Turner
Hunter College

Prof. Mark Ungar
Brooklyn College

Prof. Kenneth Erickson
Hunter College and The Graduate Center

Bildner Center

The Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies
is a forum for the gathering of academics, students,
policy makers, civil society leaders, and other special-
ists working on contemporary issues in the Americas.
This nonpartisan center generates information, policy
and background studies, problem-oriented research,
and encourages the formation of networks and intel-
lectual communities. Its broad mission is to create an
international community of people, ideas, and enter-
prises to forward the understanding of the complexi-
ties of social, economic, polifical, cultural, and ecologi-
cal life in the Western Hemisphere.

Founded in 1982 at the urging of philanthropist Al-
bert Bildner, the Center fosters research and under-
standing through a number of programs, both country
and theme specific. These focus on Democracy and
Human Rights, Sustainable and Equitable Develop-
ment, Integration and Globalization, Knowledge and
Culture, Brazil, and Cuba. Each of these programs in-
vites distinguished scholars and practitioners to partici-
pate in an ongoing dialogue to generate greater
comprehension, as well as public policy recommenda-
tions. In addition to these public programs the Bildner
Center also organizes policy working groups.

The Bildner Center organizes the following pro-
grams and activities:

« Bildner Center Seminar

+ Special Colloquia

« International Symposia

« Research

« Publications

. Outreach and Minicourses
« Special Events

Supported by the Lin and Albert Bildner Foundation, Ford
oundation, Hewlett Foundation, Christopher Reynolds
foundation, Reed Foundation

www.bildner.org

Advisory Council
2000-2003

Albert Bildner
President
The Lin and Albert Bildner Foundation

José Barzelatto, M.D.
Vice-President
Civil Society Forum of the Americas

Margaret E. Crahan
Cynthia Epstein Professor of History
The Graduate Center and Hunter College
City University of New York

Susan Eckstein
Professor of Sociology
Boston University

Kenneth Erickson
Professor of Political Science
The Graduate Center and Hunter College
City University of New York

Martin Poblete
Director, Latin American Seminar
Columbia University

Laura Randall
Professor Emerita, Economics
Hunter College
City University of New York
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City University of New York

Mauricio A. Font
Director
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