About the Bildner Center

The Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies is a forum for
the gathering of academics, students, policy makers, civil society
leaders, and other specialists working on contemporary issues in
the Americas. Founded in 1982 at the urging of philanthropist
Albert Bildner, this nonpartisan center generates information, poli-
cy and background studies, problem-oriented research, and en-
courages the formation of networks and intellectual communities.

The Bildner Center seeks to create an international community of
people, ideas, and enterprises to forward the understanding of
the complexities of social, economic, political, cultural, and eco-
logical life in the Western Hemisphere. The Center fosters re-
search and understanding through a number of programs, both
country and theme specific. The broad themes are Democracy
and Human Rights, Sustainable and Equitable Development, Inte-
gration and Globalization, and Knowledge and Culture. The Bra-
zil Project and the Cuba Project study these two countries in re-
gional, comparative, and global context. Each of these programs
invites distinguished scholars and practitioners to participate in an
ongoing dialogue to generate greater public comprehension, as
well as public policy recommendations.

Mauricio A. Font is Director of the Bildner Center and Professor of
sociology at Queens College and the Graduate Center. His books
include: Transforming Brazil: A Reform Era in Perspective (2003),
Integracién Econémica y Democratizacién: América Latina y Cuba
(1998), Toward a New Cuba? Legacies of a Revolution (1997).
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Honorary Advisory Committee

Britta Baron, DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service).

Albert Bildner, Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies.

Gunter Blobel, Rockefeller University, 1999 Nobel Prize in Biology.
Wolfgang Frihwald, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in Germany.
José Goldemberg, State Secretary of the Environment, S&o Paulo, Brazil.
Roald Hoffmann, Cornell University, 1981 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
Frances Degen Horowitz, The Graduate Center

Uwe-Karsten Heye, German Consul General, New York.

Jaime Labastida, Siglo XXI| Editores, Mexico.

Salomoén Lerner, Pontificia Universidad Catélica del Perd.

Louise Mirrer, City University of New York.

Jurgen Mlynek, Humboldt University in Berlin.

James L Muyskens, Queens College.

Sherwood Rowland, University of California at Irvine, 1995 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry.

José Sarukhan Kérmez, Distinguished scientist and former Rector of Mexi-
co's National University (UNAM).

Susan Sontag, author and critic.

Peter Sotje, Goethe-Institute Inter Nationes,

Mario Vargas Llosa, Distinguished author.

Organizational Committee

Sandra Black, Bildner Center

Raquel Chang-Rodriguez, The Graduate Center

Amy Chazkel, Queens College

Raymond Erickson, Queens College and The Graduate Center
Mauricio Font, Queens College and The Graduate Center
Frank Hentschker, Special Projects, Martin E. Segal Theatre Center
Adrienne Klein, The Graduate Center

Jaime Labastida Ochoa, Siglo Veintiuno Editores

Brian Schwartz, The Graduate Center

Alfonso Quiroz, Baruch College and The Graduate Center
Joan Richardson, The Graduate Center

Consul Stefan Graf, Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny
Georgia DeHavenon, Queens College

Jerry Carlson, The City College and The Graduate Center

Alexander von Humboldt
From the Americas to the Cosmos

In 1804, Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) concluded a five-year journey of
exploration and discovery in South America, New Spain (Mexico) and Cuba with
a visit to the United States at the invitation of President Thomas Jefferson. This
extraordinary expedition established Humboldt as the greatest and most famous
geographer and explorer of modern times, and his voyage became the highpoint
of a life-long investigation and documentation of the unity of nature. In the course
of his American travels, Humboldt collected tens of thousands of specimens of flo-
ra and fauna previously unknown to European science. From them grew an ex-
haustive, thirty-volume account of the journey that Humboldt produced upon his
return to Europe. His travel writing is now considered to be groundbreaking. His
American experience also moved the politically engaged Humboldt, a man in-
spired by the Enlightenment and ideals of the French Revolution, to publish books
on Cuba and Mexico that offered critiques of colonialism and slavery and strong-
ly advocated on behalf of the native peoples he saw cruelly exploited.

Conference Program (Preliminary)

Thursday, October 14, 2004

12:00-4:00 Registration and viewing of Humboldt exhibition
5:00-5:45 Opening ceremony and reception
5:45-6:45 Welcomes from sponsors

Mafred Osten, opening keynote and panel
6:45-7:30 Play: “Wide World”
7:30-9:00 Reception

Friday, October 15, 2004

8:30 Registration

9:00-10:30 Session 1

11:00-12:30 Session 2

12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30-3:00 Session 3

3:30-5:00 Session 4

5:00-8:00 Dinner

8:00-10:30 Lecture on Mendelssohn-Humboldt Cantata

by Prof. Rainer Carlebach
Performance of the Cantata
Reception

Saturday, October 16, 2004

8:30 Registration
9:00-10:30 Session 5
11:00-12:30 Session 6
12:30-1:30 Lunch
1:30-3:00 Session 7



